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{On stage: Tamika Cutt take: 
Halloween festivities at Bonsai 


| By DIANE MONAGHAN JOHNS 
| For the Courier-Post 


CAMDEN -~ 
Keith Randell» was uncomfart 
able. 

He wasn't used to the pointy 


baggy wrinkles around his ankles 
al) afternoon, He had given up on 
his black wig bours ago and it was 
now stuffed into his feather purse 
with hia clip-on earrings, 

Still, it wan a Halloween party, 
so he docided to put wp with it 

The party Randells attended 
was one of 17 organized by 
Camden's Department of Com 
munity Servicos av part of ita 
Halloween Safe Haven program 
The partios were hold Saturday at 
various city schoole as a way to 
keep kids off the streta on 
Mischief Night and in a safe 
environment, 

At Bonsall Elementary School, 
more than 900 children turned 
‘out for the festivities. The cos 
tumes ranged from the mild, like 
Barney and Kermit the Pro > 
the macabre, like skeletons and 
“killer clowns.” Some were store 
bought while others were hand 
[made. 

Voluntoors served free hot 
Hdogs, soft pretzels and caramel 
fapplen while a Chinese dance 
[troupe entertained the children 
| “The purpose of this event is 
fto give kids something fun to do 
while keeping them safe,” said 
party organizer Anthony Wallace 
“We also want to show them that 
joveryone’s pulling together for 
\them s0 they'll grow up to be good 
people with positive role modola* 

Parent Keith Kirkland decided 
to mako the party a family affair 
fAlthough he admitted be was 
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Eleven -yonr-old 
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By Lon Bwn tor the Couner-Powt 


Part in a dance performance at the 


li Ekernentary School in Camden, 


Party-going youngsters 
go wild with costumes 


having only an “OK” time, he 
said his three young children were 
really enjoying themselves. “And 
that's all that matters,” be said. 
parents brought their 
children to the party in lieu of 
taking them out trick-or-treating 

“I don't believe in going out for 
Halloween anymore because it's 
just too dangerous,” said Joy 
Levy, a special-education teacher 

brought her 6-year-old 
hter Ashley and 4-year-old 
son Ray to the event 

Although there were many 
activities planned for the party, 














soch as games and a costume ~ 


contest, some had to be dropped 
for lack of time. Event organizers 
said they were pleased with the 
turnout but had net counted on 
such a large number af children 
attending 

“The party went well but was a 
bit chaotic at times because the 
children really outnumbered the 
volunteers,” asid eve 
Linda Sisterunk. 





By MARIE RANOIA 
Courter-Post Staff 


“In 1991, people lost their 
homes, their lives were pat is 
danger because some people de 


cided to destroy 
“People dont want thet te 
happen again,” Jimenes ssid 


“People don't want their loved 
anes to lose their homes or be in 
danger.” 

The call for peace was clear 
throughout North Camden 

Walking side by side with 
police, the marchers scanned 
abandoned bomes and care 

Their bright orange flashlights 
scoured rooftops, illuminated 
blackened porchfronts and pene 
trated vacant homes. 

North Camden native Karen 
Weal was one of the marchers 

“The community is taking a 
stand for isell We are taking 

oar neighborhood,” Weal 

sav she marched past the Erie 
Street bome of her mother, Betty 
Weal 

"Sometimes it's tough, seme 
times it's easier for people to give 
up and let life happen, but it's 
better for us all if we take e 
wand,” Weal seid. “The more 
motivated we are, the better eur 

borhood will be.” 






amden City Patrolman Suse J 


Davila led a group of 15 marchers 
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Nobody home: Police and volunteers inspact a cr 


through the Sth, th and 
Street neighborhood 

Davila’s group, made up most 
ly of lifelong North Camden 
residents, included Sister Do 
tethy Crowley and several other 
nuns based at Holy Name Roman 
Catholic Church on Sth Street. 

hese people are out bere 
because they care. These people 
are part of the solution to the 
problems in Camden City,” Davi 
la said as he guided the group up 
Fifth Street. 

“For too long, the good people 
in Camden sat beck and let the 
evil continue to burt life hem,” 
Sister Crowley said. “There are so 
many goed people in Camden 
City. These good people can 
combat the evi.” 

As the foot patrols blanketed 
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N. Camden patrol spells ‘respect’ 


Ei 


North Camden, civilian car po 
trols, manned by more than a 
dozen members of Hispanos Uni 
dos International, 
patrols in guarding the 
neighborhood 


Sam Plaza, who lives above his 
beauty shop at the corner of 
Seventh and State streeta, coordi 
nated the civilian car pati 
from his adop. At least 
the Hispanie civie group’ 
effort sported CB radion for 
Mischief Night duty 









“We are out here protecting 
North Camden. We want to 
protect our homes, our property, 
our loved ones,” Plaza said as be 
peered out into Seventh Street 
from hie store's brightly lit 


porchfront 
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By Taa Marson, Courter-Post 


i space Saturday night in North Camden. 


“If our car patrols see any 
criminal activity, they'll radio it 
into us here and we'll dotermine 
whether to call the police or the 
fire department,” Plaza said 

“Hopefully, we won't have any 
bad probleme with fires or any 
other criminal acts tonight,” Pla 
za said. “If we do, though, we are 
teady for them,” 

Volunteer Luin Rayon, 22, was 
equally confident amid the mas 
sive neighborhood effort. 


“We can take this on, We can 
walk the strete toguther and 
protect our homes,” Reyes wait m 
he marched down State Strout 
“We can take a stand and we will 
do whatever it takes to mako auru 
nobody destroys our area ever 
again,” 
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